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In-reach and Outreach for Reformation 2017 

Here are some ideas that we are tossing around at our church 

regarding Reformation 2017. Our focus is on special Divine Services 

and Bible studies, but beyond that we have several other ideas. Feel 

free to print them out and use them in your committee discussions.  

Please let us know of any projects that your church is working on so 

that we can keep ideas flowing!  

In-reach Ideas 

 Setting up an education booth in the church's narthex, 

connecting people to Lutheran Christian resources 

 Encouraging the teachers of our church to utilize Reformation 

materials (for Sunday school, for adult studies, etc) 

 Using the church bulletin as an opportunity for education 

 Encouraging the pastoral office in Word and Sacrament ministry and lay people in their service of 

carrying out church tasks (e.g. Church members being active in planning, verses delegating pastors 

as our event planners—please see Acts 6). In other words, we don't want anything to distract the 

pastoral office from delivering the Word to the flock, which includes counseling, hospital visits, 

preaching, teaching, studying the Word, being an example to the flock in their daily lives, and so on. 

We want the church to be the church, being active with the youth, being active in their homes and 

daily lives regarding Jesus, the church grounds, the church building, loving one another and praying 

for one another, and so on. 

 Actively spreading the word to LCMS friends about getting involved with the 500th anniversary at 

their congregations, to not overlook this opportunity! 

 Creating a pamphlet (or blog) of testimonies from our people, exhibiting how God has been at work 

in their lives through baptism and the provision He provides for His people 

 Having “Dinners for 8” or forming any variety of small groups that study specific topics such as the 

Large Catechism or Faces of the Reformation and so on 

 Finding guest speakers or preachers related to Reformation 2017 from our seminaries or 

universities  

 Offering a CPH book fair to connect our people to Lutheran Christian materials 

 Having an active prayer group to pray for God's blessing with this anniversary or praying regularly in 

Divine Service for it 
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 Promoting more church workers and the sharing of LCMS publications (to be informed on the work 

of our synod, which means “walking together”) 

 To build up areas that beg for attention such as encouraging youth to stay connected to the Word 

and Sacraments, encouraging young families to be in the Word in their homes from Day 1, building 

on the reality that we are the Body—a family who supports one another, establishing a more active 

men's group and so on (i.e. seeing where there is a need and trying to address it) 

Outreach Ideas: 

 Offering several events for our people AND for our community (2016-2017, 2017-2018, and 

beyond) 

 Showing the Luther Movie 

 Creating a panel for local churches to discuss, to learn more about Lutheran teachings 

 Partnering with our local Catholic church for a service project such a pro-life walk 

 Showing the Gospel of Mark either through video or a live performance  

 Offering a festival, potentially partnering with nearby LCMS churches  

 Getting involved in community services (e.g. with our nearby nursing home, etc) or putting up 

booths at community events 

 Doing a quarterly card night, reaching out to hurting friends or groups of people who do not know 

Jesus 

 Telling our FRAN's (Friends, Relatives, Neighbors, and Associates) about our scheduled Reformation 

events and inviting them 

 Offering Pastoral visits and Stephen Ministers to unbelievers or people struggling 

 Striving to reach every person who walks through our church's door (e.g. Blood drives, MOPS, VBS, 

Pre-school families, etc) with an invitation to keep hearing the Gospel 

 Doing publicity such as yard signs, t-shirts, billboards, radio announcements, TV announcements, 

fliers, and so on regarding special events 

 Considering big picture ideas such as ongoing in-reach needs at our church and ongoing outreach 

projects such as a church plant, university outreach, ethnic outreach; keeping all in-reach and 

outreach ideas mentioned above in mind beyond 2017 

Blessing on this Reformation 2017 to you and yours! 

Here's a list of LCMS sites where you could gain even more fuel for ideas if desired! 

http://www.csl.edu/TheGospelofMark
http://www.bethlehem-raymore.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Reformation2-LCMS-sites.pdf

